
Re: RM-10641

Statement in opposition to petition for rule change:

Petitioner Dale E. Reich asks that the FCC require vendors to
collect name, address, phone number, and some nebulous "any
future information," whatever that may be, from retail
customers buying equipment for use in licensed radio services.

No information is presented to indicate that there is an actual
problem in search of such a Federal "solution," or that said
solution would solve any problem, were one to exist.  The
occasional misuse of GMRS or amateur radio equipment by
unlicensed users hardly warrants the intrusion of the
Federal government upon the affairs of tens of thousands
of small business owners.

Registration of new radio owners would provide no benefit
in attempting to identify or track down the abuser of one radio
among the millions being used, resold, and traded every day -
any more than the Federal registration of new gunowners
provides any real assistance to those searching for an
abuser of a firearm who, unlike a radio abuser, has actually
harmed someone.

Such a registration system would be instantly rendered impotent
by a new radio buyer giving the radio to a third party, selling
it at a yard sale, auctioning it off on eBay, or swapping it
at a flea market or hamfest.  Unless the FCC were interested
in building yet more bureaucracy to attempt control of the
secondary market as well, such regulations imposed on vendors
in the primary market would be utterly pointless.

Mr. Reich also requests that transmitters be tagged with
ownership information including callsign, name, and address.

Again, a pointless burden on manufacturers and dealers - with
all of the above failings and more.  What of a transmitter
whose tag has been defaced or removed?  Fines, jail time for
the hapless owner who had no idea the untagged flea market
radio he bought was manufactured after tagging regulations
went into effect? What of the hundreds of transceivers that
change hands at every amateur radio swap meet - how to change
the tags to reflect the new ownership?  If a tag is easy to
change, it's easy to forge.  In a communications emergency,
or at a public service event, amateur radios are handed around
freely among hams.  What purpose does a tag serve when the
legal operator of the equipment is not the owner?

Mention is made of "law enforcement in the field" needing
ownership tags to determine whether a person is a licensee.
Isn't it easy enough for a law enforcement officer who is
charged with enforcement of legal radio operation (which
state and local law officers typically aren't) to simply
ask the operator to produce his license - which FCC regs



require that he have in his possession?

Existing FCC regulations already provide for enforcing rules
against unlicensed operators.  The rule changes requested in
petition RM-10641 would be a pointless and expensive burden
on manufacturers and dealers.  I urge the Commission to
reject this petition.
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